OC/PRSA Board Meeting Minutes

May 7, 2008

In attendance: Daniel Rhodes; Marcus Ginnaty, APR; Katie Coates Ageson, APR; Corin Walson, APR; Ben Boyce; Brad Lotterman, APR, Kate Mossbarger; Steve Greyshock; Marcie Perez; Phiphi Tran; Lisa Brug Kline.

Absent: Randy Taylor; Laarni Dacaney; Christian Brantley, APR; Marie Montgomery Nordhues, APR; Lauren Smith; Jenny Wedge; Rebecca Long; Deborah Bell; Kerry Rivera; Celeste Speier, APR.

Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Marcus Ginnaty.

President’s Report

Marcus introduced Anouchka Balog from Smith Barney. She gave a presentation and distributed a report on the performance of OC/PRSA’s investment funds.

Smith Barney Presentation

Anouchka Balog reported that since 2004, the account has grown by $20,000 from the original investment of $75,000.  She recommended that the board consider transferring the Legg Mason Fund to the American Fund because the Legg Fund was not performing as well as similar funds in its class.

Motion: To move the Legg Mason Fund to the American Fund (Katie Coates Ageson)

Second: Corin Walson

Result: Approved; Lisa Brug Kline abstaining.


Marcus introduced Denis Wolcott, Western District Conference Chair. 

Western District Chair Report

Denis reported that the Western District represents and supports local chapters as a link to PRSA National. The Western District is viewed as an active region among PRSA districts. Western District has a blog (www.prsawestdist.blogspot.com) with resources for board chairs. Membership is up overall throughout the Western District.

Currently, District affinity conference calls are under way for board chairs, such as awards, membership, technology and treasurers. Additionally, the Western District is working with universities that do not have accredited PR programs to establish an affiliate network.

Next year, the Western District Conference is in Orange County and the National PRSA conference is in San Diego. Todd Cooley, past OC/PRSA president, will serve as Western District Chair next year.

Daniel added that the Western District leadership is elevating their role on a national level.

Secretary’s Report

Minutes from the April 2 Board Meeting were distributed and reviewed.

Motion: To approve the April 2 minutes with no revisions. (Daniel Rhodes)

Second: Katie Coates Ageson

Result: Approved.

Kate Mossbarger volunteered to take notes in Jenny Wedge’s absence.


Treasurer’s Report

Katie reported that we will wire money from the Washington Mutual account to Smith Barney.  She reported that last month, the Chapter’s liability and general insurance were updated.
Katie distributed the updated 2008 accounts receivable report. 


Protos Report

[Insert Protos handout.]
Phiphi requested feedback from the Board on the idea of repackaging Protos sponsorships with reduced costs and benefits in order to secure the remaining $3,000 toward the total sponsorship goal. The Board supported the idea.


Phiphi reported that donations are now being accepted for the after-party raffle. The Distinguished Service Award for an Organization has been selected and is confidential until announced during Protos.

Programs Report

Ben reported that April’s event at the Clubhouse was the first at the new monthly luncheon venue. Some bugs are being worked out, but the Clubhouse will continue to serve as a luncheon venue.

The May event will feature the Cassandra Report. About 60 RSVP’s have been received to date. 

There will be no luncheon program in June due to Protos. For July, a political theme is under consideration. The tickets for the Angels game in August are secured for the joint event with the Los Angeles and Inland Empire chapters. The Diversity Conference is slated for September.

For the October luncheon, Ben proposed a debate on the topic of advertising versus public relations. Marcus suggested expanding the program to a broader spectrum of questions for debate.

Membership Report

The membership promotion for May and June is chapter dues waived for one year with a national membership. There are currently 325 members in the chapter. 

About 50 members, including many independent practitioners, have dropped to date this year. Corin proposed the idea of featuring an independent practitioner at a future member event. Marcie mentioned that the Los Angeles chapter splits up calls to renewing members. Denis added that the Los Angeles chapter makes personal calls to new members.

Marcus recommended holding a teleseminar event focused on independent practitioners.


Diversity Report

Marcie reported that the first event of the year drew about 35 attendees for a mixer at Taleo Grill. Event photos are posted to the OC/PRSA Web site.

The next event is a mixer on June 19 at Original Mike’s in Santa Ana. For July, a politically-themed event is in the works. August will be a planning month for the Diversity Conference.

Marcie reported that national PRSA is rolling out diversity podcasts.

YoPro Report

Handouts.
Internet Communications Report

Randy will participate in the Western District affinity conference call this month. The April luncheon was recorded and a podcast is posted to the OC/PRSA Web site. Online event registration is active, as well as job listing and agency listings. Last month’s Web traffic totaled about 2,556 unique sessions. A discounted rate on banner ads is currently available.

Advocacy Report

Steve reported that the advocacy program foundation is being developed and the co-chairs are contacting other advocacy chairs throughout the nation for insight.

Accreditation Report

Bred reported that all five APR candidates passed the readiness review and will move on to the exam. At Protos, Cathi Douglas will announce the chapter’s new APRs.

Community Service Report

The Committee is currently deciding between holding the annual workshop or pursuing a pro bono project with a local nonprofit.

Western District Conference

Daniel reported that next year’s conference is March 25-27, 2009. He also provided marketing materials for this year’s conference.

PRSSA Liaisons Bi-annual Meeting

Marcus and Daniel met with the four PRSSA liaisons. They will be working on Shining Star Scholarships with the chapters.

New Business

The next Board Meeting will be held at Porter Novelli on June 4 at 6:30 p.m.

Marcus Ginnaty adjourned the meeting at 8:42 p.m.

Attachments follow.

YoPro Board Report: May 7, 2008

· PRSSA Graduation Networking Event

· Event at CSU Fullerton Comm Week Event on April 23 had great turnout.

· Kicked off mentor program at Comm Week Mixer with 7 pairs.

· During Committee meeting last week, we discussed ways to improve Mentor Program marketing.

· Second Quarter Lunch & Learn Teleseminar
· Date: May 27

· Venue: PN

· Topic: Using RSS to Create a Do-It-Yourself Dashboard for Tracking/Monitoring Online Conversations
· June Mixer with LA YoPro’s

· Date: TBD during first week of June.

· Location TBD in north OC or south LA.
· June 30 YoPro Event
· Topic: Time management, personality work styles and business etiquette

· Proposed speaker: Susan Gerke
· Possible partnership with Ad2OC or BIA/OC’s Next Gen group
· Third Quarter Lunch & Learn Teleseminar
· Date: July 23

· Venue: OCBC

· Topic: PR’s Impact on the Bottom Line
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PRSA Board Update
May 7, 2008

Event

Host/Emcee: Pete Demetriou, KFWB 
Program Script: To be compiled by chairs and committee in upcoming month
Décor: Committee currently coordinating centerpieces, table linens and stage props
Impersonators: Decided to cut impersonators for budget reasons

Video: Videographer secured. Filming to be completed in May.
Promotions

Spotlight of the week: Promoted entry categories weekly in PROTOS Inbox

Sent promotion for DSA nominations last week and this week
Began promoting sponsorships to encourage final $3,000 to meet goal

Ticket spotlights for premium seats if available to begin May 21

OCPRSA.org: 64 of 139 (46%) entries were submitted using the new online entry form. Overall, the feedback was positive from those who used it.

Event details posted; tickets available via PayPal or check

Invitations: Printed and mailed Friday, May 2 
Publicity: Kate Mossbarger to spearhead media outreach
Sponsorships
Secured: Presenting, Pre-Party, After-party, 3 of 4 total “Spirit of St. Louis,” one “Louis Armstrong,” and one “Babe Ruth” for a total of $17,700. Also received in-kind sponsorships from Taylor Digital for the development of the Web site and Andy Templeton Photography for keepsakes and event photos.

Update to Sponsors: All sponsors received an email update last week regarding premium seating reservations, advertisement specs and video shoot details. Sponsors have also been contacted for program ad size upgrades (if applicable).

Additional Sponsorship Opportunities: May begin offering remaining sponsorship packages for a discounted price, as much of the opportunities for sponsorship benefits have passed. 
Raffle Prizes: Raffle prize donations to be solicited in May
Entries/Judging/Awards
Entries: 139 entries received and shipped April 29 to reciprocal judging chapter Georgia.


Scores to be sent by May 19. Entries expected to be returned by May 30.  
Trophies: Order for trophies has been placed and paid. Winners will be sent to trophy house May 23.

DSA Awards: Nomination for one organization received. Past DSA winners coordinating selection of individual winner.

ACTION KATIE: Follow-up with Smith Barney on transfer of Legg Mason Fund to American Fund.





ACTION KATE: Create Board Meeting minutes and send to Jenny Wedge.





ACTION KATIE: Contact Kayt Draeker, chapter administrator, to request that invoices are distributed for all outstanding 2008 accounts receivable.





ACTION PHIPHI: Repackage remaining Protos promotional opportunities.





ACTION CORIN: E-mail membership renewal list to board members, who will contact members they know about renewing for the year.
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