OC/PRSA Board of Directors Meeting

November 5, 2008

Attendees: Marcus Ginnaty, APR; Daniel Rhodes; Jenny Wedge; Katie Coates Ageson; Kate Mossbarger; Randy Taylor; Rebecca Long; Steve Greyshock; Brad Lotterman, APR; Marcie Perez; Lauren Smith
Absent: Leisa Brug-Kline; Deborah Bell; Phiphi Tran; Ted Nguyen; Laarni Dacanay; Celeste Speier, APR; Phiphi Tran; Ben Boyce; Christian Brantley, APR; Kerry Rivera; Corin Walson, APR

President

Marcus Ginnaty called the meeting to order at 6:40pm.
Secretary Report
Jenny Wedge distributed the minutes of the October 1, 2008 meeting. Secretary’s report was amended.  

Motion: Daniel Rhodes made a motion to approve minutes as amended.

Second: Steve Greyshock 
Minutes passed unanimously.
Treasurer Report
Discussed expenses from the Diversity Conference and Marcus reported that the revenues and expenses should break even by year’s end due to revenues from membership and the holiday party.

Katie reported that the investment account lost $10,000 for the month, while the stock market went down 40 percent.
Motion: Katie Coates Ageson made a motion to award a $500 bonus to Kayt Draeker for 2008. 

Second: Brad Lotterman

Motion passed unanimously.

ACTION KATIE: Prepare check for $500 for Kayt’s bonus.
Diversity

Marcus showed the Diversity Award the chapter received at the PRSA National Conference. The award comes with a $250 check that will be credited to Diversity Committee in the budget.
Marcie Perez reported that the committee plans to have an end-of-year party on December 9 at Original Mike’s in Santa Ana.  Her hope is to get people to commit to activities for next year.  She wants to impart a sense of ownership and start succession planning.  The committee is already considering the 2009 Diversity Conference, getting local colleges involved.

Advocacy

Steve Greyshock provided an update on the Facebook effort, reaching out to chapters that have created a Facebook page to get best practices.  He expects an early 2009 launch of the chapter’s page.  Marcus has talked to national’s VP of marketing on its plans for Facebook.  Steve also discussed watchdog efforts to address the blurring of lines between blogging and journalism.  Steve plans on doing an event in February 2009 for reporters.  Kate M. suggested Jennifer Muir from the OC Register for the event.
Community Service

Daniel Rhodes provided a recap of the third annual PR for Non-profits PR marketing workshop.
Programs

Lauren Smith reported that there was a low turnout at the October luncheon.  November’s luncheon theme is cause-related marketing.  The holiday party is scheduled for December 3.  January’s luncheon will feature Sam Whitmore, speaking on behalf of Cision.  
Lauren will start soliciting holiday baskets for the raffle giveaway at the holiday event.  Lauren asked for help in organizing donations of baskets.

Membership

Rebecca reported that there are 309 members, down 11 members from the previous month.  Independents are dropping out predominantly.  New members are getting email welcomes.  She asked the board to review a member-dropped list and outreach to folks we know.
YoPro

A full-year mentor program is launching this month.  Forty students signed up for the program and 25 mentors are signed up.  Given the gap in mentors and mentees, priority will be given to graduating seniors and PRSSA leadership.  There will be a launch event on November 19 at Morgan Marketing in the evening.  Kate reported that the committee plans on doing another mentor-mentee program in the spring.
Kate discussed a 4th quarter teleseminar at John Wayne Airport that drew 50+ people and was a sell-out.  The event raised $1,000 because the chapter had a coupon for a free seminar from national.

Kate has secured two new co-chairs for next year.  Both have been involved in PRSSA leadership at CSUF and CSULB.

The committee is planning a December mixer on either December 10 or 11, with no agenda, just socializing.

Internet Communications Report

Randy reported 2,480 visits to the website, with fairly consistent monthly traffic.  The Western District Conference website has been created, but not launched.  He is involved in the Facebook effort with the Advocacy team.  The chapter got its first $100 ad; the advertiser re-upped for a second month.
Accreditation

APR classes for next year have been scheduled.  They will be conducted at Morgan Marketing from January 15 through February 26, with the readiness review on March 7.  Brad Lotterman is actively recruiting APRs to teach classes.
Western District Conference

Daniel reported that – due to the Western District Conference’s proximity in time and geography to the international conference in San Diego in 2009 – PRSA national’s president Bill Murray asked Denis Wolcott, the WD chair, to cancel the 2009 conference.  Denis will negotiate with Murray on “make goods” for the in-kind sponsors who have committed products and services on behalf of the conference.
Senior Roundtable Report

No report was given.
Old Business
· The 2009 nomination slate is open until November 19.  The slate will be announced on November 26.
· Regarding the UCI Extension, Marcus discussed a certificate program with Casey DeLorme and Bei-Ling in San Diego.  They are discussing a model for integrating extension programs into a relationship with chapters like ours.

New Business

· Non-Profit Organization (NPOs) pricing on job alerts: Marcus checked with national on its policy on pricing for job alerts for NPOs.  National gives a 20-percent discount.  In the last two years, 31 NPOs have used job alerts through OCPRSA.  The current price is $75.  With the discount, it will now be $60.  The net loss to the chapter per year will be approximately $225.

Motion: Katie moved to offer the 20-percent discount to 501(c)3 charitable nonprofit organizations for job alerts.  
Second: Brad Lotterman

Motion passed unanimously.

ACTION ALL: Please submit names to Kayt Draeker for anyone who helped/supported the OCPRSA chapter this past year to be considered for Order of Orange.

REMINDER: 

No Board meeting on December 3, instead, the OCPRSA Holiday Party will take place at Bistango! Next Board Meeting TBD

The 2009 Planning Retreat is scheduled for Saturday, December 13 from 8 am – 12 pm. 

Meeting Adjourned 8:30 p.m.
